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Down Memory Lane. . .  
By Bernice Jensen 

 SILENT FORGIVENESS 
This is what I saw in the old gentleman’s face. 

A smile on his lips, 

He shook his head with absolute grace. 

Don’t excuse yourself young man, 

Somehow I seem to understand. 

I too, was young like you, you know. 

Anxious when the light said go. 

My feet were nimble, and I walked with pride, 

My arms swinging, I seemed to glide, 

Anxious to reach the other side. 

My head was busy and light, 

Dreams of ambition that made my life right. 

Now I look down at this body tired and old. 

Thinking, this is the age they call gold? 

He looked around, took a deep sigh, 

My life has gone by like the wink of any eye. 

Then he thought to himself in his own silent way, 

Young man, someday at another time, 

You will stand on a street corner tired and gray, 

Tomorrow’s young man will approach you and say, 

Excuse me sir, you are blocking my way. 

With a twinkle in your eye, 

And a smile of memories gone by, 

With unspoken forgiveness you will hear yourself say, 

Don’t excuse yourself young man, 

Somehow I seem to understand. 
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A Poet’s Thoughts... …Marietta Thomas  

The following poem was written by Mrs. C.R. Thomas and read by Mrs. Adolph  
Sanden at Thursday's party held at the Methodist church, which will bespeak for the  
many acquaintances of the Bartels family: 
  

So Long… 
 

What's that you are trying to tell me? 
Oh, no, it just can't be true! 

I wouldn't believe a word of it 
If it hadn't come from you. 

  
That Nina and Bob are leaving here 

And moving to other parts, 
But we might as well laugh and not go and cry, 

Though the tears are within our hearts. 
 

Not to see Bob behind the counter, 
In the old familiar store! 

And what will the little fishes do, 
Not to be slaughtered by the score? 

  
Who is to bake our wedding cakes? 

And our happy birthdays, too? 
We'll miss Nina in a thousand ways 

In the things she so well can do. 
  

And when the school days come again; 
Of that I do not need to tell- 

That Diane and Donald will not be there 
To hear that old familiar bell. 

 
But what's our loss is someone's gain, 
Though we all hate to see them go; 
They'll not forget their Gary friends, 

Of that we'll always know. 
  

It's just a "So Long" to all of you 
From all the folks from here; 

So when vacation comes around 
Jump in the Chev and throw it in high gear. 
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My Life---Herbert Norman Meyer 

 THE FIRST 80 YEARS OF MY LIFE 

 

 One of the harsh things about war is that sometimes after a fierce battle some of your buddies become 
casualties.  The prisoners that were taken didn’t always make it back either.  The soldier that was to march them 
back a few miles came back in ten minutes with a smile on his face.  He evened the score for his dead buddies.  
It didn’t happen too often, but it did happen on both sides.   
 The 104th Division continued on village after village, town after town, and now into the sector of the 
great industrial city of Cologne, the third largest city in Germany. It is located along the Rhine River.  In four days 
the city was in our control.  Much of the city was in ruins.  I remember driving through the city and stopping for 
a few minutes directly up the street from the great cathedral with its twin gothic spires.  I was about two blocks 
away from it in my memory.  I can still see it.  We left Cologne to the north, to a passable river crossing.  We 
came to a mountainous area.  Here our command post was an old German castle built mostly of rocks and very 
thick walls.  My regiment, the 414th, also reached Nordhauser which was also the site of another concentration 
camp, only larger than the one we were in before.  I was close but not in this one.  I heard it was worse.  A few 
alive among the dead, a camp for political prisoners.  Here they discovered 5000 corpses among the 6,000 in-
mates.   
 I remember crossing the river on a pontoon bridge placed there by the engineers.  There was a steady 
stream of equipment and rifle men crossing day and night.  There had been no crossing at Cologne because of 
the big Rhine River.  All the bridges were destroyed after crossing the river.  We went through more villages, 
towns, more miles, and many more prisoners.  I remember traveling through the farming country where the 
German soldiers were standing beside the road to surrender.  We would just wave at them to go back home.  
One such location was in an area of rolling hills.  We stopped for a break.  Half way up the hill there was a fox-
hole with a German soldier in it.  He was looking at us and then up the hill to a wooded area.  We waited for him 
to come but he kept looking back at the wooded area.  We knew something was keeping him from leaving that 
hole, so three guys with rifles started up the hill, one to the left, one to the right, and one in the center.  About 
half way up, out of the woods came an SS trooper with his hands up.  Seeing this the soldier in the foxhole 
jumped out and ran for our truck.  We told him to go back with the other prisoners.  Had this soldier left his hole 
sooner the SS would have shot him in the back.  The rifle boys took the SS trooper with them, giving him a cou-
ple jabs with the bayonet, letting him know they meant business, no wrong moves or your dead.   
 I also drove on the autobahn.  It is like a freeway.  It had been bombed but the bomb craters only de-
stroyed half the road so it was still useable.   
 Now we were moving more miles per day.  At that time I felt sorry for the rifle guys because they had to 
walk or ride tanks and trucks.  I think on everyone’s mind was how much farther until we meet the Russians?  It 
was mostly by forward patrols that contact was made beyond the river.  The division now had their hands full 
with the surrendering of many German soldiers and the civilians not wanting to end up in Russian occupied ter-
ritory.  The flow of prisoners and civilians from April 27th to May 3rd, 1945 was in the thousands per day.  I did 
not see any Russians.  Most of the divisions were given strict orders to stay 2 miles away from the river dividing 
the Russians and us.  There were only a chosen few that had that get together party that the general public saw 
in the papers or on the news.  We occupied the area until the occupation forces moved in.   
 We were relieved on the first few days of June, 1945.  For the record, this is only the 104th Infantry Divi-
sion.  It continued front line duty 195 days, 6 ½ months spearheading five major offences.  18,000 enemy were 
killed or wounded, 2000 towns and communities were captured, and 51,724 German prisoners were taken while 
clearing 8,000 miles of Belgium, Holland and Germany.  We left behind 1,447 comrades that gave their lives, 
4,776 wounded and 76 were missing.  Checking the mileage on my jeep, I had driven 11,100 miles with many of 
those miles being at night with blackout driving.  Our division was sent back to LeHaure France.  Most of the In-
fantry had to again ride the 40 X 8 French box cars by rail.  I drove my jeep or truck.  The final drive was to an 
airport.  Here we lined up most of the jeeps and trucks.  Then I drove a 1 ½ ton truck to haul troops close to 
where we would board ship.  All of our fighting equipment was left behind, including guns and ammunition.  We  
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When Life was Simpler. . .  

FROM THE INTERSTATE 

could take guns for souvenirs, but the firing pin had to be removed.  If you were 
caught with anything else you would not be able to board ship.  When I parked 
my truck for the last time I looked to see if anyone forgot anything and there 
lay a new carbine rifle.  It was one of the light ones that were carried by the 
officers.  I would have liked to take it home but then I didn’t want to miss get-
ting on the ship either, so I left it lay.   
 This time the voyage across the ocean wasn’t so bad.  It only took 7 
days.  I enjoyed most of it.  Coming into New York harbor, we were met with 

a big welcome.  There were other boats, large streams of water from the firefighter 
boats, and the Stars & Stripes flying freely all over. The most emotional moment was slowly moving past the 
Statue of Liberty.  Out of all these battle tough young men, there was not a dry eye to be seen.  They all went to 
the Statue of Liberty side of the ship; it listed so far I thought it might tip over so I went to the high side.  We 
made it to the dock and from here we went to Kilmer Camp, New Jersey for processing and a 30 day leave.      
We’ll catch up with Herbert next month 

The Barn Still Stands 

Down a little dirt road 

On the outskirts of town, 

Setting in a green pasture 

With no trees around. 

Stands an iconic symbol 

Of the farmlands you see, 

Where ever one stands 

Close.........a farm there will be. 

  

It stands tall and protects 

From winds or a bad storm, 

This barn keeps watch 

Of the livestock and more.... 

With straw on the floor 

Harnesses hanging in rafters, 

Children playing in the loft 

Fills it with echoes of laughter. 

  

It’s paint is now weathered 

Beaten off by the storm, 

The wood is all creaking 

With dried up dirt floors. 

Window are missing 

The straw blown away, 

But standing watch still 

The big barn remains. 

   

   ~~Kris Karloski© 

This barn is on the west edge of Gary and is on the 

National Historic Registry.   
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COST OF LIVING 1965 

HOW MUCH THINGS COST IN 1965 

YEARLY INFLATION RATE USA 1.59%  

YEAR END CLOSE DOW JONES INDUSTRIAL  

AVERAGE 969  

AVERAGE COST OF NEW HOUSE $13,600.00  

AVERAGE INCOME PER YEAR $6,450.00  

GAS PER GALLON 31 CENTS  

AVERAGE COST OF A NEW CAR $2,650.00  

LOAF OF BREAD 21 CENTS  

AVERAGE RENT PER MONTH $118.00  

 

What we watched: What we watched at the movies: 

-Doctor Zhivago 

-Thunderball 

-Those Magnificent Men in Their 

 Flying Machines 

-That Darn Cat 

-The Great Race 

-Cat Ballou 

-What’s New Pussycat? 

-Shenandoah 

-Von Ryan’s Express 

-The Sound of Musice 
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What we listened to: 

I Can't Help Myself (Sugar Pie Honey Bunch), Four Tops 

- Wooly Bully, Sam The Sham and The Pharaohs 

- My Girl, Temptations 

- You've Lost That Lovin' Feelin', Righteous Brothers 

- Downtown, Petula Clark 

- Help!, The Beatles 
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American Heart Month 
 

 

 February is American Heart Month and we are including in this article information on Strokes as well. 

Let’s start with the heart attack warning signs. Some heart attacks are sudden and intense, but most of them start 

slowly, with mild pain or discomfort. Here are signs that can mean a heart attack is happening: 

Chest discomfort. Most heart attacks involve discomfort in the center of the chest that lasts more than a few 

minutes, or that foes away and comes back. It can feel like uncomfortable pressure, squeezing, fullness or 

pain. 

Discomfort in other areas of the upper body. Symptoms can include pain or discomfort in one or both 

arms, the back, neck, jaw or stomach. 

Shortness of breath. This feeling often comes along with chest discomfort. But it can occur with or without 

chest discomfort. 

Other signs. These may include breaking out in a cold sweat, nausea or lightheadedness. 

 

 If you or someone you’re with has one or more of these signs, call 9-1-1...Get to the hospital right away. 

 

 If you’re the one having symptoms, and you can’t access the emergency medical services (EMS), have 

someone drive you to the hospital right away. DON’T DRIVE YOURSELF, unless you have absolutely no other 

option. 

 

 

 Stroke is a medical emergency. Every second counts, because time lost is brain lost! Know these stroke 

warning signs and teach them to others. 

 

Sudden numbness or weakness of the face, arm or leg, especially on one side of the body. 

Sudden confusion, trouble speaking or understanding. 

Sudden trouble seeing in one or both eyes. 

Sudden trouble walking, dizziness, loss of balance or coordination. 

Sudden, severe headache with no known cause. 

 

 If you or someone with you has one or more of these signs, don’t delay! Immediately call 9-1-1 or the 

emergency medical services (EMS) number so an ambulance—ideally with advanced life support—can be sent 

for you. Also, check the time so you’ll know when the first symptom appeared. It’s very important to take imme-

diate action. If given within three hours of the start of symptoms, a clot-busting drug can reduce long-term dis-

ability for the most common type of stroke. 

 

 There is a email going around that, although well intentioned, is not  

totally reliable. This information given here came directly from the  

American Heart Association/American Stroke Association 

For more information, call 1-800-AHA-USA1 (1-800-242-8721) or online at 

www.americanheart.org 

Stroke Warning Signs 
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According to reliable sources, the occupancy target date of the new Canby Country 

Inns and Suites is for late Summer. Reservations for weddings or large groups are being taken 

at this time, however. The contact person is Mr. Ron Pesek his cell phone number is 507-829-

4239. 

For those of you who are disappointed that the Arctic Plunge was cancelled...you can 

look forward to next year! Sometimes unforeseen  circumstances arise and plan B doesn’t get 

worked out in time. We are sorry if this has inconvenienced anyone. 

Until next time, 

 GREETINGS FROM CANBY~  

Arnold and Eldeen Baer 

“Memory Gems” 1967 2011 

 Happy Birthday...Thanks for a job well done and for continued success.  

Gary Historical Association Mission Statement:  Dedicated to preserving the  

history of the past, present and future. 

    Eldeen (Olsen) Baer, Historian, Charter Member  

 

Many firsts still exist, including Gary Interstate Newspaper; first South  

Dakota State School for the Blind, receiving a new makeover, as  

“Buffalo Ridge Resort”; several homes and other original buildings of this era made of local brick, still in use 

today.  C. NW. R. R. Bridges remain. One is double arched on the Kampeska Trail.  The first gold strike in 

South Dakota happened on the west edge of Gary. 

 

The first settlement of the first Chicago Northwestern Railroad entry in Dakota Territory, through a land grant, at 

Gary, Dakota Territory, 1870 was located at Gary.  Other first names for Gary were Headquarters and State Line.  

The City of Gary, designated “Bicentennial City,” one of the smallest in the nation.  

Gary Historical Association organized in 1967, still very active, serving as main spoke in preserving the history 

of the area.  

Pre 1870, the history of settlement by Native Americans and surveyors play an important part of preservation, 

including “Indian Lookout”  is nearby, overlooking the Gary Gulch, from which flows the head waters of the 

branch Lac Qui Parle River, a spring fed, trout stream, into Gary’s Museum Park.  

Other additional buildings, and a church, can be seen on a “Birds Eye View” of Gary 1883. The original M. E. 

Church was also built in this year.  

Information contributed by Eldeen Olsen Baer 
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Guardians of history 

The Gary Historical Association 

By Elois Shackelford 

Clear Lake Courier 

    “I am very proud to be a part  

of Gary and this community!  And I  

like to think that Canby and Clear  

Lake are included in that,” says  

Roger Baer, currant president of  

the Gary Historical Association.   

“All the streets in Gary are paved, 

 we have good roads and we are  

close to the interstate and close to  

airports.  It isn’t any farther to get  

to a doctor than if we were living in  

the country, and our kids can choose 

 if they want to go to Clear Lake or  

Canby for schooling. We can live 

 economically in Gary because taxes 

 are comparatively low and housing 

 is at a comfortable price. What more  

can we ask?” he said.  

   He continued, “Every town  

whether big or small has its  

difficulties, but how many other  

small towns can say that they are  

growing!  We have a lot of people  

employed here and we have a  

beautiful resort and convention  

center, a manufacturing plant, and an 

 area for development and growth.  

The good news is also that Gary has  

alumni coming back to live as well as 

 folks that come to live here from  

larger cities,” he said. 

   The history of Gary is an important 

 part of the history of South Dakota.  

 Gary, situated near the Minnesota  

border, was one of the first  

settlements in Dakota Territory.  

The railroad, which later helped  

build many other towns along its  

tracts, first entered Dakota Territory  

at Gary, in 1872.  Gary can also stake 

 a claim to the first gold strike in the 

 state.  Interestingly, the Native  

American culture of the area is  

confirmed by an ancient Indian  

Compass located nearby. 

   The Gary Historical Association,  

Inc. was organized on February 12,  

1967 and was the result of interested 

 people taking pride in the Gary  

community; wanting to preserve its  

history and establishing a place to  

exhibit local artifacts.  Local 
 

 historians, collectors, and descen-

dants of pioneer families encour-

aged organizing a historical asso-

ciation and made plans for a cen-

tennial celebration in 1972. 

  Officers elected were Arnold 

Baer, president;  Eldon Stone, vice-

president; Perry Heaton, Jr., secre-

tary-treasurer and  William Stone, 

historian.  The five members of the 

board of directors were Maynard 

Cochrane, Inez Hinsvark, Jack 

Schaeffer,  Orrin Rhyne and Alo-

ysius Miller. 

   Currant officers are Roger Baer, 

president and secretary, and Travis 

Baer, treasurer. Rachel Van Brake, 

Travis Baer and Sharlotte Baer are 

directors with Marlene Lien and 

Eldeen Baer as historians. 

   Roger notes that volunteerism is 

the base of the Gary Historical As-

sociation and it plays an important 

part in maintaining several proper-

ties including the museum park, the 

information center and the railroad 

monument. The continuation of the 

Gary Inter State Newspaper in its 

present format is also a project of 

the association. 

   The newspaper was established  
September 6, 1878. Presently the paper 

 is distributed over the counter at various 

 businesses, however, it can also be read 

 each month on the  

www.experiencegarysd.com website.  

“Subscriptions to the paper are always  

welcome as are volunteers from within  

the community to work with the  

historical society,” Roger said. 

   Roger’s continued interest in 
Gary and its history have found him as 

an active volunteer by maintaining the 

Gary Historical Association’s web 

page and the Buffalo Ridge Resort and 

Convention Center web page. You can 

also find him giving historical tours at 

the resort to visitors when he is asked. 

   “We have various fundraisers 

throughout the year with a focus on 

raising money to replace our stor-

age and display building due to the 

roof collapsing during last winter’s  

snow,” he said.  He added, “It will 

take a large sum of money to replace 

the building. We are off to a good 

start with generous monetary dona-

tions from individuals in the com-

munity. We hope this continues so 

we can achieve our goal,” he said. 

  Working with Roger, his wife, 

Sharlotte, helps in various capacities 

of the historical society by contribut-

ing her time to help organize fund-

raisers and is in charge of the talent 

contest held during Gary’s Annual 

4th of July Celebration. She has also 

served as an officer for several 

years. 

   Roger also has a great interest in 

photography. He also enjoys work-

ing in their yard and gardening. He 

likes the challenge of growing things 

that are unusual in this area. 

   He was an avid horse back rider 

but no longer rides. His love for 

horses is captured in his photos of 

area trail rides and horses of various 

breeds. He enjoys watching barrel 

racing, pole bending and rodeo. “I 

love horses as much as I do dogs 

because they both have so much per-

sonality,” he said. 

   What better way to express ones 

interest in history, historical arti-

facts, and the love of nature and ani-

mals than through photography and 

captivating photos. It is through this 

inherent interest that Roger’s latest 

endeavor has become his busi-

ness,  RBaer Photography, located 

in their home in Gary. 

    “With all this said, I’m kind of 

thinking we have all we need right here 

in Gary, SD,” Roger concluded. 

http://www.experiencegarysd.com/
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And    

 

 

 

DANCE @ LEGION HALL 
SATURDAY, MARCH 5 

Starting @ 9 PM 
Music by MYLAN RAY 

      

Help children who 

face many life 

threatening  

illnesses. 

Beer  

 Set-ups  

 BYOB 

$5.00 DONATION AT 

THE DOOR PAYABLE 

TO ...   


